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Summer greetings on behalf of the Board and staff of
The Presser Foundation!

We hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer! It is a time for us to reflect, plan and, in the spirit of
transparency, share some thoughts with our stakeholders. 

With our charge and commitment to focus on music philanthropy, we expect our grants to help
leverage your programs and to realize your goals. We see the Greater Philadelphia music community
as a catalyst for innovation, a magnet for talent and fuel for economic growth. Our challenge is making
the most of our assets by managing the Foundation in a way that will sustain it for the future so that it
can continue to support so many wonderful music organizations.

The Foundation has consistently gifted over $3 million annually in five program areas. While our
Finance Committee constantly thinks about the investment of our resources; our various grant making
committees think about the impact achieved when those resources are put to work in the community.

As a result of substantial committee and staff effort, there are three areas we are going to continue to
focus on and refine in 2016-17. 

(1) Ensure that our Advancement of Music grants, which provide needed operating support, are
consistently sized according to the grantee organization's capacity.

(2) Better articulate and share examples of Special Project support. While Advancement of Music
supports the core programs of a music organization, a Special Project grant is meant for those
projects that are outside the "norm." 

(3) With over 100 years of grant making, first by Mr. Presser and then by The Foundation that was
established after his death, there exist numerous buildings (known widely as Presser Halls) across the
country.  The challenge for a foundation of our size is continuing to support these buildings while
allowing for the support of new local Capital Projects.  In this way, we are experimenting with a new
"Legacy Gift" to show meaningful support to institutions which share in our rich history.

We are looking forward to helping you realize your organization's plans and to working with
you over the next year. 

The Foundation's Board of Trustees and Committees are made up of
the following individuals:

Lucinda S. Landreth, President
Jeffrey Cornelius, Vice President

William M. Davison, 4th,  Treasurer
Sharon L. Sorokin, Esq., Secretary

Leon Bates
Peter Burwasser
Robert Capanna
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Anthony P. Checchia, Honorary Trustee
Robert W. Denious, Esq., Honorary Trustee

Mariel Frank
Martin A. Heckscher, Esq.

Thomas Hyndman, Esq., Honorary Trustee
Susan Lewis

William B. McLaughlin, III
Andrew Quint
Ellen Rosen

Corey R. Smith
Michael Stairs

Henderson Supplee, III, Honorary Trustee
Radclyffe F. Thompson

Mark Wait
Vera Wilson

The Foundation requires potential grantees to submit proposals by
the following deadlines and notifies grantees accordingly.

Grant Making Area Proposal Deadline Decision Notification
Advancement of Music November 15th March 1st
Assistance To Music Teachers Ongoing Ongoing
Capital Support February 1st May 1st
Special Projects October 15th January 1st
Undergraduate Scholar Award September 1st November 15th

The Presser Foundation utilizes an online grant management system powered by Foundant.  The
system allows for current and prospective grantees to submit proposals and reports online.  The

system can be accessed via The Foundation's website www.presserfoundation.org.

Staff & Office Information
Teresa Araco Rodgers, Executive Director 
trodgers@presserfoundation.org

Janine Baschoff, Grants Manager 
jbaschoff@presserfoundation.org

1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102
(T) 267.519.5350
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